Example: Strategy #2: Monitoring to Maintain the Meaning
How to teach … 	     Stop: It Doesn’t Make Sense
1. Take a one-page story and change some of the words. Or maybe just some letters if you prefer.  Make some of the words similar to the words you are changing, just as kids might guess similar words when they make decoding errors. Change some of the words completely, just as kids might make wild guesses when they don’t recognize a word at all and they are not monitoring for meaning. 
1a. Discuss the words (correct their work with them) and repeat several times. 
2. Now they know how to do this. Read out loud to a group of kids if possible. (Or just one) Now the kids/kid should shout out, “Stop: It Doesn’t Make Sense,” every time that you (or the teacher) make/s an error, intentional or not. They will also be calling out when a word you read is new vocabulary. Pretty useful? 
3. The purposes: 
· Get children to recognize when decoding errors, wild guesses, or unknown vocabulary, take away the meaning from what you are reading to them or what they are reading themselves. 
· Get them to monitor their own reading for meaning on AN ALL THE TIME BASIS. 
3a. The result. 
· Children read and start to notice immediately when something they read doesn’t make sense.   
· And then they want to do something about it. 
· Vocabulary increases and comprehension improves. 
4. Occasionally, it is good to repeat the process in written form, just to check up and make sure that stopping to maintain the meaning is becoming a habit. Another way to check in is to listen to your child read. If they pass over errors, you can say, “Stop: It Doesn’t Make Sense.” Ask them about words that you think might be new vocabulary for them. 
3b. The next strategy is even simpler and just as important. It can be a challenge and yet children are always successful if they have anyone else around, or a thesaurus. Strategy #3 is called Narfing.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· This strategy can be taught in Grades 2 (mid grade), 3, and 4. By grade 5 it should be a habit. There is another, similar strategy, to teach at higher grades. (K-W-L Game form.) 

